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When | was coming along--before the days of Direct TV, cable, and the
hundreds of channels they provide--there were three, maybe four (if it was a
clear day and you could maneuver the rabbit ears just right). And because there
weren’t too many options, | fell into a pretty consistent pattern. | watched He-
Man and G.I. Joe during snack time after school. As for the weekends, this was
determined by the particular season. Fall was for football; spring and summer
were for baseball. Yet interestingly enough, when | think back to those days,
only one commercial stands out.

| thought about it the other night while watching the Winter Olympics. The
Men’s Halfpipe was on, and as | watched them soar and twirl through the air, |
remembered the old ABC commercial for their program called the Wide World of
Sports. You might remember how it goes--“the thrill of victory...and the agony
of defeat!”

Now it may be because it’s Lent, or maybe I'm just strange, but when | hear
that now I think of Holy Week. There’s the grand procession and celebration of
Palm Sunday, when the people cried “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord!” And then almost as suddenly, like one of those snowboarders

crashing violently to earth, there’s the betrayal, arrest, and brutal crucifixion of
our Lord. For all of his followers, this must have seemed like a complete and
total defeat. Even in the hours following Jesus’ resurrection, you can hear the
sullen sadness—the dejection in the voices of the two disciples who were on
their way to Emmaus, who “had hoped that [Jesus] was the one to redeem Israel”
(Luke 24:21).

It should be no surprise, then, that Holy Week can be an emotional roller
coaster. From the heights of Palm Sunday to the depths of a borrowed tomb...
then amazingly, unbelievably, soaring up, Up, UP to the glories of the
Resurrection! There is something troubling and thrilling about the whole thing.

| hope you will join us in worship throughout the month of March as we enter
the final leg of our Lenten journey. Come and welcome the King with Hosannas
on Palm Sunday. Gather around the table with us as we break bread and learn
what it means to love and serve on Maundy Thursday. And rejoice, REJOICE with
us as we proclaim his victory over sin and death on Easter morning.

In Christ,
Jason
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